GEORGE THE THIRD
One cannot help thinking that eccentric old Samuel Johnston
took a truer measure of his King's character than many of his
contemporaries. After an audience in February 1767 Johnston
remarked:
Sir, they may talk of the King as they will, but he is the finest
gentleman I have ever seen.
It could not be said that Johnston was unacquainted with the
other * gentlemen ' of his days.
chatham's protracted illness forced him into the position
of a figure-head in a Ministry, many of the members of which
were not in agreement with his views. In January 1768 he again
threw out a hint that it was time for him to resign: again he
was urged by the King to stand by him.
I am thoroughly convinced [said George] of the utility you are to
my service; for though confined to your house, your name has
been sufficient to enable my Administration to proceed. I there-
fore in the most earnest manner call on you to continue your
Administration.
Chatham yielded to the royal wishes. But it was soon made
clear to him—for rumours constantly invaded the sick-room—
that there must sooner or later come a parting of the ways.
The gulf between him and his ministerial colleagues was widening.
For Wilkes's pornographic activities he had no use, but he feared
that the Ministry's persecution of the demagogue was develop-
ing into a dangerous attack on constitutional liberties. He
thought, too, that his friends were not being fairly treated. A
very old and dear friend, Sir Jeffrey Amherst, had been removed
from the office of Governor of Virginia: another friend, Shel-
burne, was obviously being elbowed out of the Cabinet. On
October I2th, therefore, Chatham made his great decision. In
a letter to Grafton he pleaded that ill-health made it impossible
for him any longer to continue in office, and he requested the
Duke to acquaint the King of his decision. George still believed
that personal persuasion might cause Chatham to change his
mind again. On October I4th the King sent the following
letter to the Earl:
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